
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
               CHAPPELL NEBRASKA 

 
A regular meeting of the Chappell City Council was held July 6, 2026 at the Chappell City Hall at 5:00 P.M.  The following 
members were present; Riley, Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  Staff members present were City Attorney Kendra 
Strommen, Deputy City Attorney Jonathon Stellar, City Administrator/Clerk Ashlea Bauer, City Treasurer Geralyn Konruff 
and Utilities Superintendent Todd Rust.  Others present included Marge Freeman, Brenda & Jeff Parsons, Jesse Medina, 
Joan Hansen, Gary Freeman, Terry Livengood and Edward Dunn via Zoom.     
 
Notice of the meeting was posted as required by law. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  Mayor Riley 
informed the public of the location of the Nebraska Open Meeting Act on the back wall of the council room. 
 
Public Comments: 
Jesse Medina expressed his concerns and disappointment with the city and council.  He has heard nothing from the city 
on anything with the electrical outage.  He inquired why Shaunna was working on the emergency management call 
notifications.  Council member Hahn clarified that emergency management is not associated with city notices and 
outages.  Attorney Strommen said there has been no information received from the city insurance company, therefore 
there is no information to share.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Council member Johnson, second of Council member Carlson to approve the consent agenda, 
minutes of the regular meeting June 15, 2026, dept head reports and sheriff’s May report.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, 
Johnson. “No” None.  Motion carried.  
 
Arrowhead Distributing, Inc - Beer Expense - $1276.95 * Black Hills Energy - Utilities - $6294.65 * Cash-Wa Distributing - 
Candy/Pop - $177.87 - Liquor Expense - $72.27 - Perishables - $867.12 - Supplies - $23.49 * Century Link - 
Telephone/Communications - $115.29 * Chappell Lumber-Library Acct - Supplies - $16.99 * Chappell Municipal Utilities - 
Utilities - $10315.93 * Chappell Register - Ads, Forms & Printing - $663.40 - Swimming Pool Exp - $99.36 * City of Sidney 
- Repair - $791.44 * Dearborn Life Insurance Company - Life Insurance - $51.60 * Demco Inc - Supplies - $109.95 * 
Department of Treasury - Licenses, fees and permits - $72.96 * Deuel County Treasurer - Law Enforcement - $8166.66 * 
Dietrich Distributing - Beer Expense - $1124.80 * Docu Shred - Community Improvement - $2000.00 * Dutton-Lainson 
Company - Supplies - $6301.56 * Eichners Sales & Service - Supplies - $133.97 * FR Wear - Supplies - $549.49 * 
Geralyn Konruff - Travel Expense & Per Diem - $665.75 * Halie Brott - Maintenance - $600.00 * Henry Schein, Inc - 
Supplies - $304.92 * Highline Electric Association - Utilities - $447.32 * Ingram Library Services - Books/Video - $137.81 * 
John Zalesky - Deposit Refund - $75.79 * Johnson Brothers of Nebraska - Liquor Expense - $1245.67 * Justin Polk - 
Baseball Expense - $2333.33 * Keith County News LLC - Ads, Forms & Printing - $250.00 * L L Johnson Distributing CO - 
Repair - $101.14 * League of NE Municipalities - Licenses, fees and permits - $596.00 * Mattoon,Martens & Strommen 
LLC - Legal Fees - $4257.25 * Nebraska Rural Water Association - Continuing Education - $275.00 * NMVCA - 
Continuing Education - $70.00 * Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc - Supplies - $635.78 * One Billing Solutions, LLC - Collections 
Expense - $75.72 * Outdoor Recreation Products - Community Improvement - $2982.15 * Outdoor Restore - Supplies - 
$125.00 * Pye-Barker Fire Safety - Licenses, fees and permits - $304.95 * Quality Brands  - Beer Expense - $4708.82 * R 
& R Products Inc - Supplies - $33.33 * Ron's Chappell Auto Repair - Repair - $1054.45 * Sedgwick County Sales - Trash 
Hauling/Recycling - $2899.35 * Sidney Glass - Community Improvement - $2238.63 * Southern Glazer's of NE - Liquor 
Expense - $1098.00 * Stephanie Behrends - Books/Video - $92.15 * Texoma Golf - Merchandise - $172.75 * Van Diest 
Supply Co - Chemicals & Fertilizer - $883.55 * Verizon Wireless - Telephone/Communications - $278.37 * Vistabeam 
Internet - Telephone/Communications - $259.75 * Vistabeam Phone Bill - Community Improvement - $679.94 * WCNDD - 
Community Improvement - $7500.00 * WESCO RECEIVABLES CORP - Supplies - $1377.08 - Tools - $1851.96 * Total 
Payroll – $56,653.98 *  
 

Unfinished Business: 

No unfinished business.   

New Business: 
Edward Dunn with West Central Nebraska Development District (WCNDD), presented via zoom, the properties in Zone 2 
that are ready to be abate and expend funds for that were previously declared a nuisance by resolution.  Mr. Dunn went 
through each of the properties that are to be abated and showed the pictures of the violations.    
A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Johnson to abate and expend funds for the 
following declared nuisance properties. 
2026 CHA 002    PID: 0002622   855 1st St   
2026 CHA 003    PID: 0002192   890 1st St   
2026 CHA 004   PID: 0002191    841 1st St   
2026 CHA 006   PID: 0002117   890 2nd St   



2026 CHA 009   PID: 0002110   865 3rd St   
2026 CHA 017   PID: 0002221   489 Babcock Ave  
2026 CHA 019   PID: 0002060   351 Babcock Ave  
2026 CHA 020   PID: 0002299   602 6th St   
 
Mr. Dunn went through each of the properties that were to be declared nuisances and showed the pictures of the 
violations.  A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to declare the following 
resolutions, 2026-17 through 2026-20 as nuisance properties with the following properties ready to declare a nuisance by 
resolution (4) are as follows: 
2026 CHA 005   PID: 0002182   849 2nd St  Resolution 2026-17 
2026 CHA 007    PID: 0002114   802 2nd St  Resolution 2026-18 
2026 CHA 015    PID: 0002296   766 6th St  Resolution 2026-19 
2026 CHA 023   PID: 0002228    617 5th St  Resolution 2026-20 
“Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.  Full copies of the resolutions are available through 
the city office.   
 
Two properties that had been declared nuisances, complied and remedied their violations.  A motion was made by 
Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to approve Resolution 2026-21, A Resolution rescinding prior 
resolution 2026-06, declaration of nuisance property at 901 1st Street and approve Resolution 2026-22, A Resolution 
rescinding prior resolution 2026-12, declaration of nuisance property at 684 2nd St.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, 
Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.  Full copies of the resolutions are available through the city office.   
  
Two building permits were submitted for council consideration.  A motion was made by Council member Ortgies, second 
of Council member Carlson to approve the following building permits; a mobile home at 16320 Rd 14 and a fence at 389 
Cutler Ave.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.   
 
Utilities Superintended Rust recommended increasing the on-call pay for the electric department from $10.00 per day to 
$20.00 per day.  A motion was made by Council member Johnson, second of Council member Hahn to increase the on-
call pay to $20.00 per day.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.   
 
City Attorney Strommen recommended to enter into executive session for potential litigation.  A motion was made by 
Council member Carlson, second of Council member Hahn to enter into executive session for potential litigation at 5:42 
P.M.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.   
 
Council chamber doors were re-opened.  
 
A motion was made by Council member Carlson, second of Council member Johnson to come out of executive session at 
5:50 P.M.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.     
 
Communications: 
The swimming pool will close for the season on August 8th.  Protex installed the city panic button and it is now operational.  
Clerk Bauer will schedule a budget workshop with the council in the near future once the superintendents have their 
information compiled.     
 
A motion was made by Council member Johnson, second of Council member Hahn to adjourn the meeting at 5:52 p.m.  
“Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.  
                                                                                                                           ___________________________ 

       Dan Riley, Mayor    
 
ATTEST: 
_______________________________ 
Ashlea Bauer 
City Administrator/Clerk 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
CHAPPELL NEBRASKA 

 
A regular meeting of the Chappell City Council was held July 20, 2026 at the Chappell City Hall at 5:00 P.M.  The 
following members were present; Riley, Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  Staff members present were City Attorney 
Kendra Strommen, Deputy City Attorney Jonathon Stellar, City Administrator/Clerk Ashlea Bauer, City Treasurer Geralyn 



Konruff, CDD Shaunna Mashek and Utilities Superintendent Todd Rust and Utilities Lineman Aaron Stegeman.  Others 
present included Ajay Sitaula, Mike Littlefield, Marge Freeman, and Jesse Medina. 
 
Notice of the meeting was posted as required by law. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  Mayor Riley 
informed the public of the location of the Nebraska Open Meeting Act on the back wall of the council room. 
 
Public Comments: 
No public comments.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to approve the consent agenda, 
minutes of the regular meeting July 6, 2026, treasurer’s report and sheriff’s June report.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, 
Johnson. “No” None.  Motion carried.  
 
Arnold Pool Company - Swimming Pool Exp - $191.25 * Arrowhead Distributing, Inc - Beer Expense - $707.45 * Black 
Hills Energy - Utilities - $3612.01 * Bomgaars - Swimming Pool Exp - $45.98 * Cash-Wa Distributing - Candy/Pop - 
$382.75 - Liquor Expense - $30.87 - Perishables - $663.5 - Supplies - $257.31 * Chappell Lumber - Community 
Improvement - $86.90 - Repair - $110.96 - Supplies - $1281.25 * Chappell Super Foods - Animal Control - $10.90 - 
Perishables - $124.14 - Swimming Pool Exp - $8.78 * Contractors Materials - Supplies - $129.00 * Culligan - Supplies - 
$99.65 * C-Weed Management, LLC - Chappell Lake Exp - $250.00 * Dietrich Distributing - Beer Expense - $368.55 * 
Display Sales Company - Community Improvement - $962.00 * Dutton-Lainson Company - Supplies - $498.22 * Eakes 
Office Products Center - Supplies - $97.98 * Enviro Service Inc - Lab Testing - $30.00 * Frenchman Valley Co-op - Fuel - 
$83.86 - Supplies - $42.78 * Friends of the Library - Buckley Donation-Meal in park - $300.00 * Garden County News - 
Ads, Forms & Printing - $23.05 - Community Improvement - $26.67 * Global Industrial - Community Improvement - 
$338.94 * Hansen's Petroleum - Fuel - $2767.28 * Henry Schein, Inc - Supplies - $39.57 * HireRight, LLC - Drug Testing - 
$40.40 * Ideal Linen Supply - Supplies - $930.07  - Swimming Pool Exp - $151.83 * Ingram Library Services - 
Books/Video - $20.77 * KSID Radio - Ads, Forms & Printing - $500.00 * Moe's Heating & Air Conditioning - Equipment - 
$4620.00 * Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska - WAPA & MEAN - $39,320.26 * Municipal Supply Inc of Nebraska - 
Supplies - $1373.13 * Nebraska Power Review Board - Licenses, fees and permits - $169.20 * Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc 
- Swimming Pool Exp - $218.67 * One Billing Solutions, LLC - Collections Expense - $307.40 * One Call Concepts, Inc - 
Licenses, fees and permits - $75.98 * Pepsi-Cola of Alliance - Candy/Pop - $616.35 * Points West Community Bank-
Chappell - Debt Service - $14,498.10 - Chappell - Interest Expense - $2748.01 * Premier Auto Parts & Service, LLC - 
Equipment - $56.69 - Supplies - $186.45 - Tools - $100.55 * Protex Central, Inc - Supplies - $1346.20 * Quality Brands - 
Beer Expense - $1336.32 * Railroad Management CO, LLC - Licenses, fees and permits - $688.76 * Rod Hanson - 
Candy/Pop - $143.84 - Perishables - $37.92 - Supplies - $108.83 * Ron's Chappell Auto Repair - Maintenance - $338.96 * 
Short Stop - Liquor Expense - $52.00 * Spic and Span Cleaners - Supplies - $1651.00 * Tom's Delivery Service, Inc - 
Liquor Expense - $101.00 * US Bank - Baseball Expense - $52.96 - Books/Video - $270.21 - Community Improvement - 
$104.99 * US Bank - $31.72 * Valley Tire & Service LLC - Repair - $130.00 * Verizon Wireless - 
Telephone/Communications - $556.80 * Vicki Stegeman - Travel Expense & Per Diem - $96.43 * Vistabeam Internet - 
Telephone/Communications - $259.75 * Vistabeam Phone Bill - Telephone/Communications - $657.56 * WESCO 
RECEIVABLES CORP. - Supplies - $2028.63 - Tools - $26.88 * Western Resources Group Inc. - Trash Hauling/Recycling 
- $602.00 * Wheat Belt Public Power District - Utilities - $54.30 * Total Payroll – $61,256.94 *  
 
Unfinished Business: 
No unfinished business.   
 
New Business: 
Attorney Strommen provided an update that she received from the city’s insurance carrier’s attorney.  The insurance 
company will be sending out individual letters to each entity that submitted a claim and will notify each individual of the 
insurance company’s findings.   
 
Ajay Sitaula and Mike Littlefield with CLP Engineering out of Denver, Colorado presented a formal proposal for a 
substation upgrade project for the City of Chappell.  Ajay provided in-depth details of what the project would include.  The 
projected estimate for the project is around 7 million dollars.  A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of 
Council member Johnson to publish a formal notice in the local newspaper for requests for proposals (RFP) for the 
substation upgrade. “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.  The RFP’s will be advertised 2 
weeks in the Chappell Register and an action item will be placed on the agenda of the 2nd council meeting in August.           
 
Two building permits were submitted for council consideration.  A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of 
Council member Ortgies to approve the following building permits; demolish a garage at 315 4th St and a fence at 842 1st 
St.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.   
 



Consideration was given to the LARM Insurance Renewal Resolution.  The annual insurance rates are increasing 
approximately 9%.  A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to approve 
Resolution 2026-23, LARM 26-27 Renewal Resolution with a three-year commitment with at 5% discount.  “Yes” Ortgies, 
Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.     
 
League Association of Risk Management 
2026-27 New Resolution 
Resolution No 2026-23 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chappell, NE is a member of the League Association of Rick Management (LARM); 
 
WHEREAS, section 8.10 of the Interlocal Agreement for the Establishment and Operation of the League Association of 
Risk Management provides that a member may voluntarily terminate its participation in LARM by written notice of 
termination given to LARM and the Nebraska Director of Insurance at least 90 days prior to the desired termination given 
to and that members may agree to extend the required termination notice beyond 90 days in order to realize reduced 
excess coverage costs, stability of contribution rates and efficiency in operation of LARM; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of LARM has adopted a plan to provide contribution credits in consideration of certain 
agreements by members of LARM as provided in the attached letter.   
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the City of Chappell, Nebraska, in consideration of the contribution credits 
provided under the LARM Board’s plan, agrees to:  
 
Provide written notice of termination at least 180 days prior to the desired termination date, which date shall be no sooner 
than September 30, 2029.  (180 day and 3-year commitment; 5% discount) 
 
Adopted this 20th day of July, 2026.    
 
City Attorney Strommen recommended to enter into executive session for potential litigation.  A motion was made by 
Council member Carlson, second of Council member Hahn to enter into executive session for potential litigation at 5:50 
P.M.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.   
 
Council chamber doors were re-opened.  
 
A motion was made by Council member Johnson, second of Council member Carlson to come out of executive session at 
6:04 P.M.  “Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.     
 
Communications: 
Shaunna waiting for another quote for the multi-use court.  She has obtained approximately $25,000 in grant funds to date 
for the project.  She also stated that she has had some individuals inquire about the second shade structure for the pool 
and wondered why it hasn’t been installed.  The parks department plans to have it installed before October 1st.  Shaunna 
is going to get the cornhole boards ordered for the swimming pool park.  She should hear something about the street 
grant application in September.   
 
A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Ortgies to adjourn the meeting at 6:04 p.m.  
“Yes” Ortgies, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “No” None.  Motion carried.  
                                                                                                                           ___________________________ 
                      Dan Riley, Mayor    
 
ATTEST: 
_______________________________ 
Ashlea Bauer 
City Administrator/Clerk 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
CHAPPELL NEBRASKA 

 
A special meeting of the Chappell City Council was held July 23, 2026 at the Chappell City Hall at 5:00 P.M.  The 
following members were present; Riley, Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  Staff members present were City Attorney Kendra 
Strommen, Deputy City Attorney Jonathon Stellar, and City Treasurer Geralyn Konruff.  Others present included Edward 
Dunn and Larry Hawkins.      



 
Notice of the meeting was posted as required by law. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  Mayor Riley 
informed the public of the location of the Nebraska Open Meeting Act on the back wall of the council room. 
 
A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to excuse Council member Ortgies. 
“Yes” Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “Absent” Ortgies. “No” None.  Motion carried.    
 
Mayor Riley opened the hearing.   
 
The City Council conducted a show cause hearing regarding the alleged nuisance at Case No. 2026 CHA 023, commonly 
known as PID 0002228, and more commonly known as 617 5th St., Chappel, NE 69129, legally described as Section 15 
Township 13 Range 45, Lot 5, Block 5, O’Neil’s Addition. On April 29, 2026, the City's Nuisance Officer issued a Courtesy 
Notice to the Property Owner sent Certified and First-Class Mail. On May 13, 2026, the City’s Nuisance Officer issued a 
notice of administrative extension until June 29, 2026, to correct the identified nuisance violations and that too was sent 
Certified and First-Class Mail. On July 7, 2026, the City’s Nuisance Officer issued a Notice of Declared Nuisance Property 
and that also was sent via Certified and First-Class Mail. On July 10, 2026, the property owners, Larry G. & Connie S. 
Hawkins, filed a timely written request for this hearing. The purpose of this hearing is for the City Council to receive 
evidence and determine whether a nuisance as Resolved via Resolution exists, and whether the owner has shown cause 
why it should not be declared a nuisance and subsequently abated. 
 
Deputy Attorney Stellar laid out the ground rules for the show cause hearing.  Stellar swore in Edward Dunn and Larry 
Hawkins.  Each sworn-in individual was able to present their evidence.  City council deliberated in open session.  
 
A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to allow for a thirty (30) day extension 
for Mr. Hawkins to get the property in compliance.  “Yes” Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “Absent” Ortgies. “No” None.  Motion 
carried.       
 
A motion was made by Council member Hahn, second of Council member Carlson to adjourn the meeting at 5:23 p.m.  
“Yes” Carlson, Hahn, Johnson.  “Absent” Ortgies. “No” None.  Motion carried.    
 
                                                                                                                           ___________________________ 
                                  Dan Riley, Mayor    
 
ATTEST: 
_______________________________ 
Geralyn Konruff 
City Treasurer  
 


